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All change: the new holiday calendar

With sweltering summer temperatures in the Med, prohibitive peak-season prices and
changing tastes in travel, thisis the year to plan differently, says Chris Leadbeater
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at will be turning
ads this year

in London to a fresh iteration of a Maldives

shifts the dial on what a hotel can be

Here are 20 hotel openings for 2024
that do just that: city hotels that create
a sanctuary amid the noise, far-out
beach spots that dig deep for their com
munity, transformative wellness

retreats and sustainable farm stays - all
weaving their magic to make your
that next trip unforgettabl

Douro Valley. In 2024, howeves
group is breaking form in a big way by
three cify hotels - in Bangkc
Kyoto and London. Here in the capita
 the newcomer will have 110 bedrooms,
k and the Six Senses Place well
- ness and social club, All of this is housed
in the Art Deco shell of the former
department store in Bayswa-
ter, between Paddington and Notting
- Hill, and the design riffs on the London
location with works by contemporary
artists and a spa :m modelled
onan old-fashioned Tube station.
Date and rates TBA (sizsenses.com)

House of Gods

Glasgow, Scotland

House of Gods' Edinburgh bolthole is

mushrooms  already known for its d decadent
style, a low-lit wonderland of velvet,
ﬁmnx animal print. This new sib-

down an the opulence with freestand-
gold bathtubs, Rock Star suites with
private cinemas and a Garden of
Eden-inspired rooftop bar for cocktails
beside the q:nNn fountain. Venture
outside and the eity is buzzing right
wrants and an

scene. This year also
mﬂum‘hﬂu’ﬂohoﬂmm and the
'l’!tum of the culﬂ:u-edge Glasgow
festival of contemporary
n!GmltJi-lthamnl from

Hotel du Couvent
Nice, France
Marseilles has the cool, Car
‘Tropez the glitz, but Nice |
been less ofa show-off - all
and grand Belle Epoque vill
this summer that hotelier \
the man behind the e /i«
Roches Rouges down the ¢
his latest hotel, an ambitioy
a17th-century former conv
been shuttered for almost
Set In 2.5 acres of terra
In Nice's Old Town, th
asanctuary with Rom.
mal baths, an in-house hert
(o the convent's ancient
88 soothingly monastic bedr
plenty of space for quiet contemplation
among the olive, apricot and lemon
trees in the gardens.

Opens swmmer; rates TEA
(hotelducouvent.com)

Casa Monti
Rome, Italy

Rome has been a boomtown on the
hotel front recently, with splashy open
ings from Soho House, Bulgari, W and
Edition. Casa Monti, however, s the
antithesis of these head-turning new
comers, located among the vintage
shops and wine bars in the narrow cob:
bled alleys of the Rione Monti nelgh
bourhood. The idea is for it to feel like
anartist’s home, and the 36 bedrooms
decorated by Parisian interior designer
Laura Gonzalez - creatively pair pattern
and colour, The rooftop bar looks set
to become an in-the-know hangout
Opens spring; dowbles from £355
(casamontiroma.com)

Gundari

Folegandros, Greece

With its dramatic exposed cliffs and just
a single main road snaking down the
island, Folegandros is a world away
from the sunset-selfie-seeking crowds
of neighbouring Santorini. The name of

The 0ld Town area of Nice
\1‘.

lI itel du Couvent boasts
sthingly monastic' rooms
thermal baths and quiet garder

Al Casa Monti in Rome, ‘the
idea is for it 1o feel like an artist's
home’ - albeit with 36 bedrooms
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Vestige Son Ermita & Binideufi
Menorca, Spain

In the north of Menorca, thes
neighbouring fincas are being t

back to life by the Vestige Ce
run by the Madera Fernande
who have a very special clutck
takingly restored historic

houses across Spain and |
While many of Vestige's prope
beautiful private retreats for b
rentals, it added its i
in Ciutadella, Menorca

hotel, Son V
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FURTHER AFIELD

Design
Hotels - while the 180 restaurant will
delve into regional cuisine using ingre-

dients sourced within a 180km radius.

One&Only One Zaabeel
Dubai, UAE

In a city where every opening wants to
be bigger, taller and more gold-en-
crusted, One&Ounly One Za'aheel has the
world’s longest cantilever - the Link,
a 750N steel bridge, 3301t above the
ground between two skyscrapers - as
its superlative splash. Inside the hotel,
sleek bedrooms have interiors by
design veteran Jean-Michel Gathy and
include corner suites with 180-degree
views of the city skyline and extrava-
gant penthouse villas. Out on the Link
itself you will find a dazzling 29 Miche-
lin stars shared between all the chefs in
the resort, who include Anne-Sophie
Picand David Mufioz (voted best chef'in
the world for the past three years).
Opens January; doubles from £365
(oneandonlyresarts.com)

Aman Nai Lert Bangkok
Bangkok, Thailand

Aman - known for its ultra-luxury,
ultra-secluded resorts - has slowly been
creeping into cities around the world
Of those urban outings, the brand’s sky-
scraping Tokyo outpost is undoubtedly
one of the most loved by its “Aman-
Jjunkie” fans. Can it repeat that success
with its second high-rise Asian city
hotel? Thailand is Aman’s homeland,
where it opened its first property, the
peaceful Amanpuri on Phuket, in 1988,
Here in the Thal capital, it is taking that
slice of serenity and slotting it in up
high above the city chaos. There will be
a huge Aman Integrative Wellness Cen-
tre spread across two of the floors, and
at the very top, a rooftop jazz bar will
look out onto the Nai Lert Park below.
Opens autumn; rates TBA (aman.com)

Soneva Secret
The Maldives
Soneva created barefoot luxury

y in the
Maldives, its “no news, no shoes”

asta

A Get active: guests at the Ranch Hudson Valley, in New York state, can try stand-up paddleboarding.

grammes which combat deforestation
Opens March; bungalows from £599
full board (voaara.com)

The Twenty Two
New York City, United States

When it opened on London’s Grosvenor
Square [n 2022, the Twenty T'wo shook
off the old-boys stuffiness or too-cool
for-school exclusiveness of the usual
members’ clubs, with its open-to-all
restaurant, charmingly friendly staff
and confident sense of fun. It was an
instant scene; not surprising when the
GM is the well-connected former mai

tre d’ of Chiltern Firehouse. Later this
year, the Twenty Two transports that
good-times attitude across the Atlantic

1o a second location on New York’s 16th
Street, near Unlon Square. Details are

hush-hush, but there will be 78 bed

power-walking around the lake or yoga in the converted ballroor

Hotel Casa Lucia
Buenos Aires, Argentina

way chic cribbed and copied all across oms, a restaurant and members® club

the archipelago in the decades since likely to become nightlife hotspots, and Compared w ith other capital cities, it

Soneva Fushi opened its thatched hopefully a hefty dose of the bold zing must be said that the hotel scene in
Buenos Alres has been something of a

doors. Saneva Secret will consist of just
14 vast villas - including some floating
in the Indian Ocean accessible only by
boat and all with retractable roofs for
stargazing. Each comes with two dedi-
cated staff, as well as a chef to rustle up
bespoke menus, whether a picnic on
adeserted island or a dinner around the
firepit. It isa remote and rare offering.
Opens February; villas from £2,560
(someva.com)

What stands out here - alongside the
stargazing beds and the deep brass
bathtubs on private decks - is the part’

the project willalso support the island's
community, with 80 per cent local staff
and a portion of the profits going to

that gave the London debut suchat
TBA (the22lond

Opens winter; rates

The Ranch Hudson Valley

New York State, United States

The Ranch’s Malibu original is the kind
of place to which A-listers slip away for
a pre-Oscars bootcamp or burnt-out
Hollywood agents come to be forcefully
separated from their cellphones.
=Ranchers” - as they are called - love
the high-octane fitness programmes,

Mexico’s Oaxaca Coast.
Opens April; doubles from £56(
(ourhabitas.com)

slow burn - which makes this new
arrival an especially exciting develop
ment. Spanish group Unico Hotels
(which owns Finca Serena in Mallorca
and Hotel Unico in Madrid) has
rounded up an lmpressive roster of
local talent to turn the Edificio Mihan-
ovich bullding (n the chic Recoleta
neighbourhood into Hotel Casa Lucia
Admire works from Argentine artist
Cristiin Mohaded in its rooms, and a
large-scale mural by Cristina Codern,
who works with natural fibres, in the

you fror
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7 i Lank which include 5.30am hikes and astrict
| YalaNationalPark, SriLanka 1400 calorie vegan diet plan. For its lobby. Meanwhile cocktail bar Le Club
| Sri Lanka is bouncing back from a African Bush Camps, founded by Zim- A A ‘Anatural next step': Our new East Coast HQ, the Ranch has Bacan comes from one of lhguq s
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{ through its heartlands and some mokoro canoe expeditions as well as the Morgan as a wedding gift for b augh- on the decks and 400 letie
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rsari e. The Dunesrestaurant servesdishes  As the founder of ultra-curated travel local talent for everything q 0. e
Hotel Bo ichueun'nl curry crab, while other companies PK's List and the Kiwl Col- from room design to cocktails anta Teresa, Costa Rica The ;eorg
Martigrny. Switzerland ‘ diversions fo enjoy between safarl lection, Philippe Kjellgren has stayedin " the bar and art in the lobby Be \l:u Eu.{ulm Our Habltas star t H‘u in Gor I
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nership with ever-brilliant safari brand

nearby schools and replanting pro-
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A A ‘A natural next step’: Our
Habitas Santa Teresa, in Costa
Rica, joins earlier outposts in
Tulum, Mexico and other

equ rlaid-back spots
mil::g:eat an
brand is a slice of
serenity and slotting it in up
'«w qlzo\p the city chaos’

S A B cest Maaa 11110812 in Ruenos

grammes which combat deforestation.
Opens March; bungalows from £599
Sull board (voaara.com)

The Twenty Two
New York City, United States

When it opened on London’s Grosvenor
Square in 2022, the Twenty Two shook
off the old-boys stuffiness or too-cool-
for-school exclusiveness of the usual
members’ clubs, with its open-to-all
restaurant, charmingly friendly staff
and confident sense of fun. It was an
instant scene; not surprising when the
GM is the well-connected former mai-
tre d’ of Chiltern Firehouse. Later this
year, the Twenty Two transports that
good-times attitude across the Atlantic
to a second location on New York’s 16th
Street, near Union Square. Details are
hush-hush, but there will be 78 bed-
rooms, a restaurant and members’ club
likely to become nightlife hotspots, and
hopefully a hefty dose of the bold zing
that gave the London debut such a buzz.
Opens winter; rates TBA (the22.london)

The Ranch Hudson Valley
New York State, United States
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Hotel Casa Lucia
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Compared with other capital cities, it
must be said that the hotel scene in
Buenos Aires has been something of a
slow burn - which makes this new
arrival an especially exciting develop-
ment. Spanish group Unico Hotels
(which owns Finca Serena in Mallorca
and Hotel Unico in Madrid) has

The Ranch’s Malibu original is the kind rounded up an impressive roster of
of place to which A-listers slip away for local talent to turn the Edificio Mihan-
a pre-Oscars bootcamp or burnt-out ovich building in the chic Recoleta
Hollywood agents come to be forcefully neighbourhood into Hotel Casa Lucia
separated from their cellphones. Admire works from Argentine artis
“Ranchers” - as they are called - love Cristiin Mohaded in its rooms, and :
the high-octane fitness programmes, large-scale mural by Cristina Coderr
which include 5.30am hikes and a strict who works with natural fibres, in th
1,400-calorie vegan diet plan. For its lobby. Meanwhile cocktail bar Le Clu
new East Coast HQ, the Ranch has Bacan comes from one of Un‘ city
landed on the Table Rock Estate in coolest bar owners, Martin Suay
upstae New Yorl, builin 1903 by JP ofteloesomc ol % rlerids
i i is daugh- on cks and 4C agpieties
o F e will o doubt be plenty o028 AnESntine NS G0 0 s
ngﬁ?g melsa};(irif‘t%ifn%oeri ng up for (/totelca.mlum'{l.r()m)
yoga in the ballroom turned gym.
Opens spring; rates TBA

Sea Sea Hotel
(theranchmalibu.com)

Crescent Head, New South
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